
The United Congregations of Metro-East, Saint Louis Uni-

versity, and Madison County Planning & Development's 

Green Schools Program were awarded the 2016 East-West 

Gateway Council of Government's "Outstanding Local Gov-

ernment Achievement" (OLGA) Award in the Exemplary 

Public/Nonprofit Collaboration category for their project “ 

A Visual Approach to Educating a Community on Air Quali-

ty.” The OLGA is given to local governments and individuals 

for their outstanding achievements in leadership and pub-

lic service. 

The award-winning air quality project was carried out as 

part of an EPA Environmental Justice Grant and targeted all 

ages and sectors within Granite City. Specific activities in-

cluded creation of an ozone garden; initiation of the Air 

Quality Flag Program in Granite City schools, libraries and 

businesses; development of a citizen monitoring network; 

and educating the community and students at local schools 

about air pollution and what they can do to help improve 

local air quality.  

Planning & Development staff provided schools and local 

organizations with flags and education materials regarding 

the US EPA’s Air Quality Flag Program. This program uses 

brightly colored flags based on the Air Quality Index to no-

tify communities about outdoor air quality conditions. Or-

ganizations raise a flag each day that corresponds to their 

local air quality forecast. The Planning & Development staff 

also provided public talks, classroom lessons, teacher pro-

fessional development and field trips for local students as 

part of the project.  

The purpose of the initiative is to create a greater public 

awareness of outdoor air quality conditions. People can 

then actively plan or modify their outdoor activities, while 

still protecting their health from poor air quality. Addition-

ally, participation in the project strengthened a network of 

community collaboration never before realized in Granite 

City. 

“We truly appreciate all the support and assistance of the 

Planning and Development staff. The success of this project 

would not have happened without their efforts and willing-

ness to always go the extra mile,” commented Linda Aud, 

Principal Investigator for the project. This is the second 

year in a row that P & D has won an OLGA award. Last year, 

P & D won the Leadership in Planning award for the I-55 

Corridor Plan.   
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Green Schools Program Wins OLGA Award for Air Quality Initiative 

Local Leaders: Recipients of the East-West Gateway Council 

of Government OLGA Award include Planning & Develop-

ment’s Sustainability Coordinator Kim Petzing (far left). 

“The success of this project 

would not have happened with-

out their efforts and willingness 

to always go the extra mile…” 



Madison County’s partnership with twenty-five (25) mu-

nicipalities and townships will enter its 14th year in 2017.  

The Planning & Development Department’s Stormwater 

Program heads up the MS4 Co-Permittee program, which 

is required for jurisdictions within the “urbanized” areas 

of Madison County.  Madison County has also taken the 

lead on stormwater and flood prevention ordinances, the 

Countywide Stormwater Management Plan, and ongoing 

watershed planning efforts.   

MS4 stands for Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System, 

which is a required U.S. EPA permit to address pollution 

from stormwater runoff. The program requires local ju-

risdictions to provide a 5-year notice of intent, an annual 

report, and to practice six (6) minimum control 

measures.  The control measures include public outreach 

and engagement, illicit discharge detection and preven-

tion, pre- and post- construction runoff control, and gen-

eral housekeeping requirements.  The partner communi-

ties are audited by the Illinois EPA every few years to 

demonstrate that minimum control measures are met.  

The Planning & Development Department’s Stormwater 

Coordinator oversees the program and assists the part-

ner communities with technical requirements of the pro-

gram.   

The co-permittee partners meet quarterly for a training 

program and to discuss ongoing issues.  The training pro-

gram regularly covers development review and inspec-

tion standards and general public works operations.  

Since 2010, the Planning & Development Department 

has sponsored training for township and municipal offi-

cials to become CESSWI-certified stormwater inspectors.  

CESSWI stands for Certified Erosion, Sediment, and 

Storm Water Inspector.  By taking the training and be-

coming certified, the local inspector is better equipped to 

enforce minimum control measures, including local de-

velopment ordinances. Madison County has thirteen (13) 

CESSWI-certified inspectors, which is the most in the 

state and perhaps, the nation. 

County Stormwater Partnership Enters 14th Year 

Stormwater Management 

The MS4 program conducting an educational demonstration on hydroseeding. 

Madison County Planning & Development has the only two (2) 

certified floodplain managers serving in local government in 

Madison County, and they comprise two (2) of the three (3) 

CFMs in the entire Metro-East.  St. Clair County’s Dallas Alley 

is the other local floodplain manager.  Matt Brandmeyer, Plan-

ning & Development Administrator, first became a CFM in 

2003 while working in Missouri and passed the Illinois test in 

2011.  Steve Brendel, Stormwater Coordinator, became a CFM 

in 2012.  Matt and Steve are the first CFMs in county history. 

CFMs are qualified to review construction permit applications 

to determine if development sites are located within the 

floodplain and, if so, they can determine what minimum 

standards need to be met.  By enforcing floodplain require-

ments, Madison County qualifies for the national flood insur-

ance program.  As a result, homeowners within the floodplain 

can purchase FEMA-backed flood insurance to protect their 

investments.   

DID YOU KNOW?  

The MS4 Co-permittee group meeting occurs quarterly for training and to 

discuss ongoing issues.  
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A Busy Year for Green Schools Program  

“Pumpkin Purge” Composting Event  a Smashing Success!  

The Green Schools Program has been bustling with new sus-

tainability initiatives while maintaining strong participation in 

its traditional recycling programs. Madison County schools 

participated in a shoe collection which donated over 1,500 

pairs of shoes to the Shoe Crew Water Project.  Three hun-

dred million shoes are dumped into landfills in the US annual-

ly. The Shoe Crew Water Project picks up donated, used and 

new shoes to give them a second life by selling the shoes to 

exporters who, in turn, sell the shoes to retailers in areas with 

high rates of poverty.  Proceeds from the shoe sales fund well 

drilling rigs, water purification systems, and hand pumps to 

bring clean, fresh drinking water to water-stressed areas 

throughout the world. The Shoe Crew Water Project reduces 

landfill waste, puts shoes on bare feet, and provides clean 

water in impoverished villages to facilitate better health, hy-

giene, farming, and livelihoods throughout the world.  

The Planning & Development Department piloted the "Pumpkin 

Purge" composting event on Saturday, November 5 as part of a 

state-wide initiative.  Nationally, over 30% of the total food 

supply goes uneaten and much of that ends up in landfills.  The 

“Pumpkin Purge” provided an opportunity for local residents 

and businesses to drop off their old pumpkins and gourds for 

composting which, in turn, keeps them out of local landfills.  

The purpose of this project, besides keeping methane-

producing organic materials out of landfills, was to educate the 

community on the basics and benefits of composting. Madison 

County Government’s Planning & Development Department 

funded the program and Alton School District agreed to host 

the event on the grounds of the Motivational Achievement 

Center.  Both St. Louis Composting and Senior Services Plus 

collected and composted the donated pumpkins.  More than 

1,500 pounds of pumpkins were dropped off at this year’s 

event in Madison County, while over 55 tons of pumpkins were 

collected throughout Illinois. “We're proud that the Planning & 

Development Department could represent Madison County, 

while also providing a variety of waste-reduction options for 

residents to choose from,” commented Matt Brandmeyer, Plan-

ning & Development Administrator. Plans to expand the pro-

gram to additional areas of the County next year are already 

underway. 

“More than 1,500 pounds of pumpkins 

were dropped off at this year’s events 

in Madison County…” 
Eve Drueke, Green Schools Coordinator (left), and Shannon Briggs, MOSH 

(right), are participating in the Pumpkin Smashing Station at the Pumpkin 

Purge Event. 

“Madison County Schools participated in a 

shoe collection and donated over 1,500 pairs 

of shoes to the Shoe Crew Water Project…” 

Proceeds from the resale of donated shows support clean-

water initiatives in water-stressed nations 
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Code Enforcement 

Liquor Licenses Renewed  
The Public Safety Committee completed their annual review of liquor licenses at their December 12, 2016 

meeting.  Liquor licenses are required for all establishments in unincorporated Madison County that sell alco-

hol.  This year, sixty-two (62) liquor licenses were reviewed, with fifty-nine (59) being renewed at the Decem-

ber meeting. 

The three (3) remaining licenses were held until the proprietors provide additional information, but they will 

be permitted to continue operations until they are formally approved at next month’s Public Safety meeting.  A 

liquor license is valid from January 1 to December 31.  The types of liquor licenses include a type “A” Unre-

stricted Liquor License for bars, taverns and restaurants, or a type “B” Packaged Liquor License for gas stations 

and convenient marts. The County’s License Investigator conducts regular site inspections of all licensed estab-

lishments to ensure compliance with the Madison County Liquor Ordinance.  The Public Safety Committee re-

news liquor licenses at the end of each year. 

In addition to liquor licenses, the License Investigator also reviews amusement licenses, enforces the fireworks 

ordinance, and regularly inspects mobile home parks to ensure compliance with the Mobile Home Park Control 

Ordinance.  Amusement licenses cover golf courses, turkey shoots, pool halls, and establishments with coin-

operated devises.  Mobile home parks are required to enforce park rules, have an on-site manager, and gener-

ally keep the park free of nuisances and property maintenance violations.  The License Investigator inspects 

each park weekly in order to identify violations.  As with liquor licenses, amusement and mobile home park 

licenses are renewed annually.   


